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e Wuhlnmn Post Staft Writer
When the House Assassmatxons
Committee issued- its- final report two:

years ago, it proclaimed its’dedication
to public disclosure of the facts sur-.

rounding the murders -of President

-John F. Kennedy and the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. and the m—,

vesu,,atmns of those murders. - =
“It- is essential” the now-defunct
committee said, “not only that persons
be able to judge the. performance of
the executive agencies, but that they
be able to judge this committee’s per-
formance as well. Such i3 the very
essence of representative democracy.”
The report was released in July
1979. By then, the moribund commit-
tee's chairman and its chief counsel
had already quietly arranged to lock
up — for a period of 50 years — all

the backup records and transcripts |

that it didn’t publish The chan'man
Rep. Louis Stokes {(D-Ohio), also
asked the Justice Department, the
CIA and other executive branch agen-
cies to treat the reoords they compiled
for the investigation in the same fash-
ion, es “congressional material” not to
be released to the public. - - -~
Some agencies, such as the Federal
Aviation Administration, didn’t even

get their records back. Others, such es’
the  Army, sealed the files they put-
- together — including, apparently, doc-
. uments that had been sought under-

the Freedom-.of Information Act be-
fore the House oomnnttee was .even
created.

‘The extent of the extraordma.ry;

secrecyxs;ustnowoommgtoh,,ht,as
the result of inquiries by assassination
critics seeking to pursue their own

mittee’s performance. They suspect a
deliberate effort to’ avoid the kind of
scrutiny that eventually tarnished the
work of the Warren Commission in
probing the 1963 Kennedy slaying.
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“ In fact, the Warren Commission is
now ‘an open book in' comparison to
the House Assassinations Committee.
! “What Stokes has done is arrange it
_so that the mechanism by which peo-.
ple can correct the errors of govern-
ment don’t apply to Congress,” pro--
tests Harold Weisberg, author of sev-
- éral books on both the Kennedy and
‘King - assassinations. “Hes arranged
‘ifor his own private coverup” -

+ “There’s even less disclosure than I
thought was possible” Mark Allen, a
‘Kennedy assassination researcher, said
‘after obtaining a copy of one of the
‘letters Stokes wrote.

1 “A great deal of material has been
.generated by your department in re-
sponse”to specific requests or concerns
‘of the Select. Committee,” Stokes said
i the letter, dated March' 217,-1979,

attorney general. “In addxtxon yeur |

‘department is in physical custody of a

-variety of materials originating from

the Select Committee. It can be an-
‘ticipated that your department will

" receive requests under'the Freedom of

" Information Act for access to thae
‘materials, -

“The urpose of this letter is to
request specifically that this congres-
“sional material and related informa-
tion in a form connected to the com--

. mittee not be dxsclcsed outside your.

department without the written con-
currence of tl_ve House of Repmen-

" tatives.” .

““Now that I see ﬂns letter, Allen

’ said, “it makes me wonder whether

these people sat around and said, ‘We
don’t want our work subject to the

~intensive scrutiny that the Warren

Commission’s was. Let’'s not subject

ourselves to embarrassment.” I think_

_that’s what they’reup to.” . -
Stokes and his former chief oounsel,
G. Robert Blakey, brush aside such

" talk and insist they did the best they
- could after the committes went out of

business in January 1979 with a last-

* minute finding of probable conspiracy

in the.Kennedy case —and a final

-reportstilltobawntten.Blakeyanda;

. “He [Weisberg] can kiss my a-
responded the professor from Notr

that”

STAT

- i3 follow the advxca of counsel for the
House” -

Blakey, now a profeesor at- the
- Notre Dame law school, took a smﬂar
- position. :

“If you lay on methe chargs that
we kept too much secrst, it’s a bum
. rap,” he-decldared. As for the merits of-
" the House investigation, Blakey, who

.. is now about 45, added:

- “I'l rest on the hzstomns Judgment
.50 years from now when eéverything
* becomes available. Il rest on the h:s-
- torical Judgment that is made on-us i)
50 years” . '~

Blakey aclmow‘edved that the com-
" mittee had intended to sit through all
its records as well as those furnished-
by executive agencies and publish
more, but he said the committee ran
out of time and money.

“The best of intentions runs up into-
the reahty of limited time and re-
sources,” he said, “There were all
kinds of classified information in thme
[unpublished] documents”

- And what of the objections of Weis-

berg and other critics that there was |

now no way of ‘adequately asswsmg
_ the committee’s performance?-  °

" Dame. “And ° you can quobe me on

When the Warren Commxsswn
. completed its work in 1964 with the
pubhaatlon of a final report and 26
- companion  volumes,  its  backup
records, consisting of some 300 cubic
- feet of material, were transferred to
the National Archivw, where officials
. planned to keep them under seal for
75 years. That was then general policy
_ for the records of investigatory agen-
" cies. But a public ‘outcry prompted
the White House to order an ‘about-
-face. Periodic reviews and releases of
tha documents’ were decreed with the'
- aim of “fullest possible disclosure” |
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